The Earth’s Interior
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about 10 to 70 km thick
minerals and igneous,
sedimentary, and
metamorphic rocks

about 1400 km in diameter
solid iron and nickel
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about 2100 km thick
liquid iron and nickel

about 2800 to 3200 km thick
dense rocks

1. Label the layers of the earth on lines A—D.

Which layers can only be studied by indirect means?

Which layer contains the highest mountains and the deepest oceans?
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What is the composition of:

a. the outermost layer of the earth?

b. the innermost layer?

5. What happens to the temperature of the rocks as the layers go deeper into the earth?

6. a. Inwhich layer does erosion take place?

b. Why?

7. a. Inwhat areas is the outermost layer of the earth the thinnest?

b. Where is it the thickest?

8. Which layer has the greatest mass?
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