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Chapter 2 Section 2: Measuring Earthquakes 
 

Introduction  

__________________________________ 

__________________________________ 

__________________________________ 

 

__________________________________ 
__________________________________ 

__________________________________ 

__________________________________ 

__________________________________ 

 

__________________________________ 
__________________________________ 

__________________________________ 

__________________________________ 

__________________________________ 

 

Seismic Waves  
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Figure 11 Interpreting Diagrams 
(page 65) 

At what point do seismic waves first reach 
the surface? 
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Guide For Reading 
What are the different kinds of seismic 

waves? 
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Primary Waves  

__________________________________ 

__________________________________ 

__________________________________ 

__________________________________ 

__________________________________ 

 

__________________________________ 
__________________________________ 

__________________________________ 

__________________________________ 

__________________________________ 

__________________________________ 

__________________________________ 

 

Secondary Waves  
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Surface Waves  
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Guide For Reading 
How does the energy of an earthquake 

travel through Earth? 
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Detecting Seismic Waves  

__________________________________ 

__________________________________ 

__________________________________ 

__________________________________ 

__________________________________ 

 

__________________________________ 

__________________________________ 

__________________________________ 

__________________________________ 

__________________________________ 

 

Measuring Earthquakes  
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The Mercalli Scale  
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Figure 14 Applying Concepts (page 

67) 
How would you rate the damage to the 

Foligno city hall on the Mercalli scale? 
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The Richter Scale  
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The Moment Magnitude Scale  
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Guide For Reading 
What are the scales used to measure the 

strength of an earthquake?   
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Locating the Epicenter  
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Figure 17 Measuring (page 69) 

Use the map scale to determine the 
distances from Savannah and Houston to 

the epicenter.  Which one is closer? 
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