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ter 1 Section 3: Drifting Continents

How Are Earth’s Continents Linked Together?
Think It Over
Posing Questions What questions can you pose about how oceans, continents, and

mountains are distributed on Earth’s surface?

The Theory of Continental Drift
Pangaea -

continental drift -

Guide For Reading
What is Wegener’s theory of continental
drift?




Evidence from Landforms

Figure 11: Observing
Which coastlines of continents seem to
match up like jigsaw-puzzle pieces?

Figure 12: Inferring

According to Wegener'’s theory, what
does the presence of similar mountain
ranges in Africa and South America
indicate?

Evidence from Fossils
fossil -

How did Wegener use evidence based on
fossils to support his theory that the
continents had moved?




Evidence from Climate

What two examples of climate change did
Wegener use to support his theory of
continental drift?

Checkpoint (Page 31)

What were the three types of evidence
Wegener used to support his theory of
continental drift?

Guide For Reading
Why was Alfred Wegener’s theory
rejected by most scientists of his day?




